n 
* * * 3 * 


—— ———— 


[ 
\ 
. 


' by Right 
1 N and at 


So 


bs 


— 
> ; 
JA : 


"XN „ AG 2 * $4. ' 
4 FEY p We ” 2: 
S Main 
£4 N 
t 4 4 
þ 4 ” Jax. 22 


the Gale that moves i 


7 14 ** 


phe 


3 


a 


ON es 


, FANS 8 
pears to evident : 
produced. by hl 


8 


Ys 5 the Word, V 
could never 0 15 


of 4 


1 wiſh to be out of 
* e 4 and ne Y Ke K 
2s perion concerned to Phet 
- o the clan, tribe, family, or co 
_ belonged. In this reſpect, all ha 
mon N r ge the 
2 Jurpriling atta led to the ace in 
born, and where they and their fore 
Med undiſturbed for generations paſt, 


Ee from being 


wo T - 3- 
mon to ſce many families in the Highlands, who 
had lived on the ſame ſpot from father to ſon, for 
hundreds of years, without having any property, 
- which madethem have a ſurpriſing affection for it, and 
look upon themſelves as having a kind of hereditary 
right 25 fleſs it. And where was the harm of 
this amufing idea? Why ſhould people be hindered 
„ brat in imagination? It is no good ſign 
of a man's diſpoſitions to rob his fellow creatures of 
their comforts, however trifling or inconſiderable 
they may be in themſelves But modern refine- 
ments pay no regard to ſuch conſiderations— What 


185 then ſhould all of a ſudden fo far get the better of 
ſuch ties, as to make the hatives prevail with 
8 themſelves to leave their once beloved country, and 


15 10 y executed The 


by 0 in bodies to a foreign clime? Nothing could 
do it but the rigorous plan of taxing them, which 
enerally adopted: preſent, and moſt injudici- 


lands are rented at ſuch a 


„ e, and raiſed to ſuch a pitch, that they playaly 


ſee it is impoſſible to ſupport the burden laid upon 
them, or ſurmount the difficulties they have to en- 
counter: AT his hath filled their minds with diſcon- 
 "rentedneſs, deſpondency, and deſpair of doing any 
thing to. purpoſe m ſuch circumſtances at home, and 
determined them to throw off the yoke. Vaſt num- 
bers have gone away of late from the Highlands to 


* different parts of Scotland, who had no money to 


| carry them beyond the ſeas: The ſpirit of emigra- 
tion is once begun, and is ſpreading faſt. Many 
have already landed and ſettled in our American 
\ colonies, and more are preparing to follow them. 
This fpirit began in the weſtern iſles, but has now 
come to the inland parts of the country. Thethoughts, 
views, and general converſation of the people, are 
now all employed on this ſubject. It is in vain for 
any perſon to think of diſcouraging them, by ſetting 
before them the hardſhips of a dreary voyage, or 


eng the ſettlements that arc to be got. 
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on the other fide of the Atlantic. They believe no 


ſuch thing, but look upon it as the artifice and 


cant of Landlords; they are very well informed a- 


bout theſe things from their countrymen who were 
overlaſt war, and from thoſe who have already gone 


from the weſtern iſles, who have given the greateſt 


encouragement to their friends to follow; in ſhort 
they are fully ſatisfied that the continent of Ameri- 


ca is a healthy, plentiful, fruitful country; which, 


to people in want and wretchedneſs at home, rea- 


lizes the idea of an earthly Paradiſe, 


I eonſider the conduct of thoſe whoarethis welds! 


mental in driving away their people to a foreign 
land in three points of view. As hurtful to the 
ſtate ;—as againſt their own perſonal and family in- 


| tereſt and as againſt rehgion, e es bumani- 


ty. 
When I ſay, then, that their condutt is hurtful 


to government, I by no means mean, that it is in- 
tentionally ſo, but only in its conſequences. - For 11: 


am really of opinion, that his Majeſty has not niore 


loyal, or more truſty ſubjects, than the 1. be 


and inhabitants in general of the - Highlands; By 
notwithſtanding, the meaſures preſently followed 


them are againſt the intereſt of the ſtate. For jt the 


ſpirit of emigration goes on, as it is likely to do, and 
ſpreads wider and wider, it will carry the ancient in- 


habitants out of the country, and leave no ſpirit with 
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\ 
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thoſe who ſhall be left behind, and by this means 
ruin one of the beſt nurſeries which his n has | 


for recruiting his armies. - 
The Highlanders are a hardy, aQtive, ſpirited peo- 


ple, and have a natural genius for arms. Our offi- 


cers in general are fond of them as ſoldiers. In the 


laſt war, the Highlanders themſelves compoſed not 
an inconſiderable part of the Britſh army. Beſides 


the numbers which were interſperſed through the 
whole army: we had no leſs than fourteen battali- 
ens of Highlanders inthe dreſs of their own country. 


They 
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They were oſten tried and proved, and were always 
| found to be firm, and reſolute, and truſty troops. 


Our commanders in different parts of the world, 


repoſed the higheſt confidence in them upon the 


moſt hazardous and hardy ſerviees, and never were 
diſappointed by them. Nay, it may be truly ſaid, 
that they had no inconſiderable ſhare in making 
our moſt important conqueſts. The reduction of 
Louiſburgh, Queber, Crown Point, Montreal; Nia- 


1 gra, and Fort du Queſne, the * Guadaloupe, 
the conqueſt of Martinico, and t 


| Havanna, the 
plains of Germany, and our conqueſts in India, will 


* 


all tell what aſſiſtance the government received from 
. the Scots Highlanders. Are theſe gentlemen, then, 
Friends to our conſtitution, who are breaking the 
_ ſpirits of thoſe who have ſhowed themſelves ſo fit for 
- Jupporting its honour ? They are really, tho” uninten- 
_ tionally, undermining it. But this-' is not all; they 
not only deprive the nation of thoſe who could be 
- extremely ſerviceable, when there was occaſion for 
them, but ſend them to the continent of America, 
perhaps to be ſome day dangerous to the mother- 
 gpuntry, I take it to be an eſtabliſhed principle in 
Pe ; that the mother - country ſhould always pre- 
\  Jerve the balance of power in her own hands at 
bome, in order to be reſpected and obeyed by her 


colonies, and procure proper authority to her laws 
among them. Thoſe parents who give all their 
wealth to their children, without —.— the pro- 
per reſerve for themſelves, run a great riſk of feeling 


poverty in their IId age. Our colonies in America 
are daily growing in power, wealth, and ſcience, 


and all the improvements that civilize and poliſh 


mankind, and make them formidable to their neigh- 


bours. There is no ſaying that the Britiſh empire 
ſhall not one day migrate thither, and chooſe it for 
her ſeat. I am not abſolutely againſt ſending people 
to America, but I think it is an utpolific ſtep to force 
or promote the migration of whole tribes, or clans, 
who will not diſperſe upon going there, but will 

| | - cantinue 
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and ſettle in that country, they will make excellent 


is not altogether imaginary. The more then of our 
clans that leave us, the more the government is de- 


called upon, whenever his Majeſty has uſe for 


land gentlemen of very inconſiderable properties? 


© ors in ſome reſpects, and as. bearing more bulk in 


ever his perk | 
Hence ſeveral gentlemen in the Highlands of only 
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continue firm- and united: For all thoſe cement 
which keep them together here, will grow ſtronger 
in a foreign land. Beſides, the genius of the High» 
landers will fall in at once with the nature of the 
country, where all men are hunters, and bred to the 
uſe of arms. This then, and the continual attention W_ 
which they muſt give to keep themſelves in a pol- 
ture of defence againſt the Indians behind them, will 
always keep alive and promote a warlike ſpirit. 
Now in caſe ſeveral more colonies ſhall go from 
the different clans, as I am certain they will ſoon, 


partizans for the firſt enterprizing genius that ſhall 
aſpire to form an independent eſtabliſhment in As, 
merica, This proſpect may be very diſtant, ' but 


prived of thoſe active hands who were ſo ſervice- 
able in the late war, and who are always ready to be 
them. One thing may be remarked, that no peo 
ple in this kingdom are ſo ſoon fitted for the field 

as the Highlanders. Nay, in the laſt war, regiments 

of them were at different times ſent upon ſervice be- 
tore they were diſeiplined. Beſides, theſe gentlemen _ 
are acting againſt the credit and intereſt of their own _ 
families, and deteating their own intentions by their 
conduct. For what procured ſo much fame, and 
credit, and weight, and conſequence to many High- 


What made men of much larger fortune in other 
parts of*the nation, look upon them as their ſuperi- 


* 2 


the eyes of others? nothing but the train which fol- 
lowed and attended each Chieftain, and looked upon 
him as the firſt and leading man among them, who 
was to be 1 on account of his family, what- 
rſonal qualifications might have been. 


8 


five hundred a year perhaps, and at the head of 4 
clan, were looked upon as more powerful than if they 
_ had fifteen hundred in other places without ſuch a fol 
lowing. I by no means hint at their conſequence, 
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in thoſe periods, wherein they befooled themſelves 
by turning their arms againſt our happy conſtitution. l | 
I talk of what they were always thought of, when | 


unconcerned in theſe acts of folly and ruin. So that FE - 
our chieftains, by diſcouragingand diſcountenancing, 
and aboliſhing clanſhip, have laid down their honours 7 
+. and tripped themſelves of thoſe exterior circumſtan- 
ces, which were often valuedby many who obſerv- 
ed of what conſequence they always-were to thoſe 
who did not defpiſe them. In ſhort, they have in 
the firſt inſtance leſſened their characters and con- 
ſequence by their proceedings. But the moſt ex- 
traordinary part of their conduct is, that they do not 
ſce how fatal the plan followed by them muſt be in a 
_ little time, to their perſonal and family intereſt. 
They need never expect to draw money from thoſe 
who have none, or to keep. their credit with the 
world, when their reſources are taken away: And 
that the bulk of the tenants in the Highlands are at 
reſent in the moſt deſperate circumſtances, will ſoon 
be generally felt, and has been partly ſo already. 
Bankrupt tenants, and -a ideal rental will never en- 
rich a maſter. Nothing can exceed the avarice diſ- 
covered by many of the proprietors in the Highlands, 
for ſome time paſt, in raiſing their rents. To double, 
triple, and quadruple and often more, was common. 
They kept cloſe to this one rule invariably, Io raiſe 
their rents to the utmoſt ; and indeed they have ge- 
nerally ſucceeded to the extent of their wiſhes in 
that reſpect. For the moſt part they got as much 
as they aſked; and well they might, becauſe. they 
hardly ever conſidered the abilities of the offerer, 
but always accepted of the higheſt, which has al- 
ready occaſioned an endleſs confuſion amongſt their 
affairs, as many of thefe people never did or —_ | 
= þ OT: W 
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will pay one year's rent. Who were their con- 
ductors in this ſame celebrated plan of ruin and mi- 


ſery ? None of their own: people, for they have no 


confidence in them to employ them to do their buſi- 
neſs. Five or fix of the principal eſtates in the High- 


lands have been raiſed in the rents, and ſett by agents 5 


and gentlemen of the law from Edinburgh, and o- 
ther places, who know nothing of land till they got a 


plan of it on paper. Some of them never once ſaw 
theſe lands, till they began to ſett them, and then 


immediately, on coming to the country, in the moſt 
forward injudicious. manner proceeded to. buſineſs, 


without regard to the climate or country they were 
In, firſt to augment the rents as much as they plealy 
ed, and then to lay down rules and ſchemes of im- 
proving, ſuch as the country of Lochaber, by pre- 


ſeribing to the farmer, or rather grazier, a rotation 


of Mid Lothian crops, and the ſeveral methods of 


improving ground by turnips, fallow, peaſe;and. graſs 
ſeeds, and took the tenants bound to follow this in- 
fallible ſcheme 3 to which the poor people readily 
agreed, without intending to fulfill any part of it, 
as they ſaw it impracticable in their climate: and 


many of them did. not .know that ſueh things | 


were in their tacks at all. 

Theſe gentlemen: have been all Jong ina a capital. 
error; and the leading idea, which one who: con- 
duQted matters ſo as to turn a Highland eſtate to the 
beſt account, ſhould always keep in view, never 


once entered their minds properly ;. and that is to 


conſider this as a country 9 and many 
parts of it wholly) fit for cattle and paſture, and not 


for agriculture and tillage. They have ſuppoſed 


it all fit for tillage and corn, and aſcribe the pre- 
ſent barren condition of its mountains to the lazi- 


neſs of the inhabitants. What has been the conſe - 
quence? Theſe rents have never been once paid fully, 
and never will altogether. This is not all, they have. 
run away very mul with * old roms. which was 


always 
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always a ſure one, and well paid. It is an undenia- 
ble fact, that at this time there is no ſuch thing as 


à ſettled rental on ſuch of theſe eſtates as have of 
late come thro* the hands of theſe operators 


the whole is fluctuating, none of the proprietors 
can tell what he has to depend on at Martinmaſs to 
anſwer his credit. This confufion ſeems only to be 


| beginning ; and it is extremely like, that ſome of _ 
thoſe eſtates will not for many years recover the 
+ ſhock they have received from the miſmanagement 


of theſe eonductors. Is it not moſt extraordinary 


that their employers did not diſcover their lameneſs 


and unfitneſs for the buſineſs which they under- 


took? What could they expect from ſuch as never 
had any practical knowledge of huſbandry ? The 


proprietors, T ſuppoſe, imagined there was much 
difficulty in raiſing their rents, and thought their 


doers had great merit in doing this to ſuch good 


them, that it is the caſieſt thing in the world to 
raiſe rents. Firſt reduce your people to the neceflity 
of removing, or elſe coming in to your terms; re- 
move a few; theſe will fall upon the poſſeſſions of 
others. And thus by playing them off properly, 
the one againſt the other, you may go any length 
you pleaſe while the humour laſts, and get poor 


people to promiſe whatever you chooſe to ex- 
act. How are our Proprietors now pleaſed with 
theſe men of buſineſs, to whom they made over 
the ſupports of their family, honour, and credit, I 1 
mean their eſtates and people, to uſe them as them as 
they pleaſed? ſeveral of them have already loſt the 


flower of their people by the bargain, more of them 


will ſoon do fo, and all of them have already been 


obliged to drop hundreds of their original airy rent- 
roll, which was fo pleafing in idea. They may 
curſe the day on which they thought of employing 
them; their children who are yet unborn will fay it 
was an unlueky one for them, It is a reflection on 


5 
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their judgments to hae pitched on ſuch people to "ol 
conduct their matters, and not to be able to do- | | 
their own buſineſs, at leaſt the leading part of it, in : — 9 
their own country, and amongſt their on people, _ 
to much better purpoſe than could be expected _* |» 
from men who had no knowledge of either, and in 
| ſhort were deſtitute, of all the requiſites for ſuch an h 4 
undertaking. It appears very extraordinary to me, 
that any man with his eyes open, who ſaw the me- 3 
thod in which theſe men proteeded, could miſs f 
_ diſcovering the - abſurdity of ſuch doings. It is 
| really odd that the exorbitancy of their exaQtions _ 
* did not ſtartle the minds of thoſe whoſe credit was 
to depend on the punctuality of their payments. 
They may be convinced now, that the whole fabric 
was only theory and airy ſpeculation, which failed | 
| whenever it was applied te practice. "40 
. I know I ſhall be told, that the bad fealond for i al 
two or three years paſt, and the loſs of cattle in | 
the Highlands, have contributed very much to im- 
| Poveriſh the people. Granted. If ſo then, tho? * 
Pm perſuaded the rents, as they are at preſentt. 
would ſoon ruin them in the beſt of times, is it 
not cruel and ridiculous in the proprietors, to rack 
their rents in the worſt of times? ſhould they not wait 
till it is the will of Providence to ſend better years? 
But this is not all; ſeveral eſtates in the Highlands 
have been raiſed before the twolaſt bad years; not- 
withſtanding of that, how broken have the pay- 
ments of theſe rents "been ? And if God has ſent 
| peſts and mildews, and a famine of provender for 
beaſts, which ſwept away ſuch numbers of cattle : 
are the proprietors to look upon themſelves 'as un- 
concerned in theſe diſpenſations of Providence? It 
they could find out that they and their people W_ 
have but one intereſt, and that their proſperity de- 
2 entirely upon their people, they ought to look 5 
the hard ſeaſons as meſſengers ſent by the Al- 
mighty. to themſelves, VR them to deſiſt from 
grieving = ol 
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| grieving. his people; nay, as ſtriking at the 1 very 
root of their avarice, and taking away the object 
of it, by diſabling the poor tenants from ſatisfying 
it. God has taken to himſelf, in his Providence, what 

was to have been a prey to the avarice of thoſe who 
think all that their dependants are poſſeſſed of belongs 
to the maſter. In ſhort, there is ſuch a concurrence 
of cauſes at preſent working out the ruin of the 
people, betwixt the hard ſeaſons on the one hand, 


and the: ſeverity of the maſters on the other, that 


it would look as if providence was beginning to 
bring ahout ſome remarkable change in the High- 
lands of Scotland, and intended to remove the 
antient inhabitants of it. Thus making the ſuperi- 
ors of the country defeat their own purpoſes, 
by their own meaſures, which in the end will turn 
out to be a puniſhment for their conduct. It is plain 
then, that our Chieftains are manifeſtly acting a- 
gainſt their own: intereſt, as their conduct has al - 
ready contributed very much to ruin their people, 
and to promote a ſpirit of emigration amongſt them 
2 a degree that is much more alarming than has 
as yet. been ſcriouſly attended to. For what will 
their lands ſignify when they have them? From 
whence will they get tenants? And when any of 
them may happen to think of ſelling any part of his 
eſtate : who in his ſenſes will purchalc an un- 
peop pled and deſerted country ? | 
Let us next ſee howrepugnant theſe meaſures are 
to the law of God, juſtice, and humanity. Do they 
look upon themſelves as innocent, becauſe their con- 
du is not contrary to the law of the land? There 


are many crimes of a deep die, which do not come 


under the cognizance of that. law. But their con- 
duct is contrary to an older law, which has more 
awful ſanctions attending it; that is, the law of 
God, of nature, of humanity. Who are theſe peo- 
ple who have already been forced, nay torn from 
their native country, by taxes which they were not 


able 


3 \ 3 
able to bear, and all thoſe remaining as yet at loge 4 
but the friends, the relations, the connections, nay 
people who always till now looked upon themſelves 
as the very children of thoſe men who have thus 
dealt with them. Surely, the more good ties that 
unite men im ſociety together, the more ſtrength and 
firmneſs ſociety thereby acquires. -* Why then 
© ſhould any of them be deſtroyed ? Can any one ap- 
| laud men who have ſteekd themſelves agamft thoſe = 
to whom they were ſo dear; and by whom they were 
| fo beloved? I ſhould imagine that a man poſſeffed * = 
' _- of good principles, and of worthy generous- ſpiritg 
ſentiments would rejoice at the very thoughts of Ha- 
| ving the affections of ſo many people bound up in 
dis perſon and intereſt,” and withing always for his 
proſperity; and that he would eſteem it as his pride 
and honoyr to take care of "thoſe who looked one 
themſelves as under his protection. | 
This actually was the caſe a few years ago. ks 
not ſo now. Our chiefs have baniſhed from them 
the good affections of their people, Why did Gf. 
give them power? was it to abuſe it? ARG theymot - 
accountable for the abuſe of ſuch a gift? It wa 
| talent put into their. hands by Him who tempers 
power with wiſdom and clemency.. I there no in- 
juſtice in their actions, becaufe they are done pub- 
| lickly? Is it not injuſtice” to take more than value 
ſor any thing you give another? The huſbandman 
has as good a right in the eye of God, to have pen- 
nyworth for the rent he pays, as the landlord has to 
have rent for the land he letts. He has a right to more 
than barely to live; to live in an eafy, comfortable. 
plentiful manner, without profuſion or abuſe. This * 
- ought to be the reward of his honeſt induſtry. Many 
of our people in theſe times, do no more than barely 
' exiſt. Can it be agreeable to that Being, who wiſh- 
es well to all his creatures, and with whom there is 
no reſpect of perſons, to ſee hundreds, and thouſands "> 
kept in poverty and want, in order to fatisfy and | 
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© ſupport the avarice and luxury of one perſon, or 
family? It is clear that ſuch are greater criminals 


in the eye of Divine Juſtice, than many who dai- 


3 auc for taking things of very inconſiderable value 


from their nejghbours. Are there no robbers but 


highwaymen ? yes, and more dangerous and per- 
nicious ones. Thoſe who deprive men, women, 


and children, of food and raiment, and comfort, 
and render them unhappy and miſerable, and per- 


haps drive them to ruin by this means, are men of 


that character. There are . thieves who never 
ſole, and murderers who never took away the life 
of a fellow creature. The word of God tells us, 


(t John iii. 15,) that * whoſoever hateth his 'bro- 


< theris a murderer.” Now what greater ſign af 


hating their fellow creatures can there be, than mens 


+ grinding their very faces? ſure Iam ſuch a conduct 
is totally contrary to every degree of benevolence. 
Certainly, next to the taking away the life of any 
of our fellow creatures, is the crime of taking 
away from them the means, and ſupports, and com- 


\ forts of life. Whoever is inſtrymental in making 
life a burthen to men, and puts them into a ſituation 


that wears them out with care and anxiety and 


fatigue, is a public enemy, not only to their proper- 
ties, but to their very lives and exiſtence. Is it 
not ruin and deſtruction to families, to diſperſe them 


5 - by taking from them the very means which kept 


mem together, and to force parents to part with 


their children, and to ſend them away to ſhift for 
themſelves, almoſt as ſoon as they can walk, perhaps 
never to ſee them any more? Shall not ſuch. ſcenes 


of diſtreſs as are daily to be ſeen in this impoyeriſhed 


country, touch the hearts of thaſe who chiefly oc- 
caſion them? Let them remember that men are not 
always innocent, when they think themſelves ſo, or 

that there 1s no danger hanging over the guilty, but 
what 18 viſible. Let them not harden their hearts 
as Pharaoh did, when he had the Iſraelites in bon- 
dage. He would neither let them go, nor uſe them 
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well while he had them; nor would he ſee his crime 
till the vengeance of heaven came upon him. Inn 
the deſtruction of Pharoah and his hoſt, we ſee how - 
hateful tyranny, oppreſſion, and ſeverity of every 
kind and degree, are in the fight of God. Will the 
. Almighty ſee his creatures now ill-treated, and take 
no notice of thoſe who do ſuch things? Eccl. iv. f. 
I conſidered all the oppreſſions that are done un- 


5 der-the ſun, and behold the tears of fuch as were 
* oppreſſed, and they had no comforter ; and on the 
5 ſide of the oppreſſors there was power. It is 
remarkable, that in the account of the laſt day given 

by our Saviour, (Matth. xxv.) the want of compaſſion 
for the hungry, the thirſty, the naked, happens to 


be the only crime mentioned there againſt thoſe 


diſmiſſed to everlaſting miſery : which ſhows it to 


be in the higheſt rank of offences in the fight of God, 
who looks upon whatever good or evil is done to 
his creatures as done to himfelf; and we are told, 
that whoever © does not love,“ or hates or hurts 
the creatures af God, which are the works of his 
hands and his children, cannot have any real love, 


or regard, or reverence for their Maker. If then, 
the want of compaſſion be ſuch a crime, what is the 
guilt, what will be the puniſhment of poſitive ſeverity, 


and hard-heartedneſs | I it be ſo ſinful not to ſup- 


ply the need, when in our power, how heinous muſt 
it be to increaſe the number of the miſerable, and 
reduce thoſe in plenty andaffluence to a ſtate of want 
and poverty, by taking their neceſſaries and com- 
forts from them? Whether they are ſpoiled of their 


effects at one time by open violence, or drained of 


them by degrees, by meaſures that are ſeemingly - 


lawful, comes all to the ſame purpoſe. How tre- 


menduous are the threatenings of the Almighty a- 


gainſt ſuch as acquire wealth by diſtreſſing their poor 


dependants! James v. 1. © Go to now, ye rich men, 


veep and howl for your miſeries that ſhall come 


upon you ' Your riches are corrupted, and your 
« garments are moth-caten. Your gold and ſilver 
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SET « is a and the ruſt of them ſhall be a wit- 
% nels againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it | 
e were fire: ye have heaped treaſure together for | 


8 the laſt days. Behold the hire of the labourers = 
„ which Wow reaped down your fields, which is of 
<6 you kept back by fraud, crieth and the cries of 

e them which have reaped, are entered into the | 

&* ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. “ 
But religion loſes her labour in ſpeaking to thoſe 

| who have ſhut their ears, and are determined not 
to hearken to her precepts. © Has no conſidera- 
tion then weight enough with you all, who are | 


K 


proprietors of this country, to convince you that 
<« you are in the wrong, to your people, to your 
“ country, to yourſelves, and to God Almighty ? 
„ Will nothing perſuade you to alter your meaſures, 
| and embrace your people again? It ye ſhould have 
no religion, have ye no ſenſe of ſhame or honour, 
„have ye no regard for character, humanity or ſelf- 
<« intereſt? Have ye enriched yourſelves by your 
« doings, or have you a proſpect of doing ſo ? The 
| « reverſe, Iam afraid. Ye then that lord it over 
5 “ your people, and live voluptuòuſly at the expence 
. of jo many of your fellow creatures, look to your — 
8 tables covered, yea laviſhed over with what ye had | 
no right to take from thoſe who had not enough 
& of common food for themſelves. Confider your 
luxury as in a great meaſure the purchaſe of your 
“ innocence ; your exceſſes in every reſpect as ſup- 
ported by thoſe whom ye haveleft hungry and na- 
ce Red and cold. Think on your own children, and 
reflect on the affection and tenderneſs ye have for 
“ them, and how they ingroſs the whole of your 
& care and attention. Should not this make you 
( feel for the hundreds of naked ſtarving children 
4 that are to be ſeen in every eſtate in the High- 
c lands, becauſe their parents have not enough to 
*© feed or cloath them? Will nothing make you ' 
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thought. I actually ſee the form gathering a- 
round me, and ſwarms of your people preparing 


it will ſoon be to no purpoſe to attempt it; for, 


take ſhelter in the woods of America. Sup- 
poſe you ſaw a body of them embark this mo- 


ment; men, women, and children, yea, the aged 


themſelves, bidding farewel to the friends and re- 
lations they leave behind, and to the ſpot of their 


| nativity, and with minds full of indignation at 


your uſage of them. Would ſuch : a Teene as this 


move w © 
« Are you not aſhamed, that ye are condemned 


by all but yourſelves? 1 now ſpeak the ſenti- 
ments of thouſands concerning your conduct. 
Do not you bluſh at the thought of the account 
which theſe poor ſufferers will give of your ſeveri- 


ce ties in a diſtant part ot the world? and that your 


fame is already publiſhed throughout the conti- 
nent of America? what ſhall all men of humanity | 
think of you, when they ſhall. ſee your people 
obliged to go ſo far for the means of life? what 
kind of men will the Indians themſelves, who all 
live in clans and tribes, and are protected by their 
chiefs, take you to be, who have by your cove- 
touſneſs expelled your people? they will call you 
void of ſpirit and humanity. Nay, when the 
chiefs of ſavage nations, who are careful of their 
followers, ſhall hear the ſtory, they will, call 
you Barbarians. Look then to your intereſt be- 
fore it is too late; conſider your havirig your 
people and their all in your power, as a trial of 
your clemency and humanity. Correct yourſelves 
in time then, before your affairs become deſpe- 


rate: for the loſs of your people will bring you 
all into difficulties o which ye have not as yet 


to leave yourſelves, your lands, and your oppreſ- 
ſions. If a ſtop is not ſpeedily put to this ſpirit, 


once they get themſelves thoroughly reconciled 
„N 


« to leave, their own fe an, Dna are - us 
to go and live at ſuch a diſtance from it; * 
& 5 main obſtacle is then removed out of the way; 


and when once a reſpectable body of them is gone 


* oyer and ſettled , others will think nothing of fol- 
« lowing them, becauſe they only go to be amongſt 
64 their own countrymen. In ſhort, if your peo- 
% ple perſevere | in their preſent reſolutions, and if 
« the ſpirit of emigration is once thoroughly eſta - 
& bliſhed amongſt them, which two or three more 
“ colonies ſent from the Highlands will effeQually - 
c do; depend upon it, that this will drain your 
<<. eſtates of people, of labourers, and of tenants 
eto ſuch a degree, as will in the end overturn the 


25 OL; nen of 1 a proſperity.” 
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